Fine needle aspiration cytology of acinar cell cystadenoma of the pancreas.
Acinar cell cystadenoma (ACC) is a recently recognized cystic lesion of the pancreas that demonstrates acinar differentiation and is currently believed to behave in a benign fashion. ACC enters the differential diagnosis of pancreatic cystic lesions alongside better recognized entities such as mucinous cystic and intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasms. Although uncommon, patients with ACC can undergo fine needle aspiration (FNA) of the lesion. However, the diagnosis is rarely made on cytologic examination due to sparse cellularity. Furthermore, the eosinophilic amorphous material in the cyst lumen may be mistaken for mucin, resulting in an incorrect diagnosis of a mucinous cyst. To date, there is a paucity of literature on the cytomorphology of ACC, both in peer-reviewed publications and cytopathology texts. To our knowledge, we present the first detailed case report of FNA of ACC in a 22-year-old asymptomatic female. The FNA cytology specimen was hypocellular, and the presence of amorphous secretions led to the initial diagnosis of a mucinous-type neoplasm. Following surgical resection, the cytology specimen was reviewed. We discuss the cytomorphologic features of ACC along with the potential pitfalls and diagnostic implications.